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Baseline Environment Assessment  
 
 
Introduction 
In January 2009, the Department for Transport published details of various options 
for a new high speed railway in the UK and concluded that the most appropriate 
route for a new high speed line was between London and the West Midlands.  
A separate company, High Speed Two (HS2) Ltd, was set-up to study the 
feasibility and viability of new high-speed rail services from London to Scotland 
using trains capable of speeds over 150 miles per hour (240 km/h). In March 2010 
the HS2 report was published, together with a government command paper 
setting-out government policy on high speed rail.   
Various route options have been considered with a number rejected due to cost or 
other route related implications. The final report narrowed down the main options 
to three alignments but also recommends Route 3 as the ‘preferred option’.    
 
 
This assessment 
In response to, and in preparation of, future consultation on HS2, the Natural 
Environment Team at Buckinghamshire County Council has undertaken ‘Baseline 
Environment Assessment’ of potential environmental, landscape and landuse 
impacts.  
 
Rather than focusing only on the preferred route option separate assessments 
have been undertaken for each of the routes previously proposed (routes 2.5, 3 
and 4).  Each route has been analysed on an equal basis in terms of a range of 
environmental designations in relation to their setting and proximity to the 
published routes.  A separate assessment will be required in order to assess the 
individual level of sensitivity of those specific features described.  
 
Aligning to a methodology previously used by consultants employed to undertake 
research for HS1 proposals in Kent, a buffer of 1km has been employed in this 
assessment to provide an indication of potential impacts.  For each route, baseline 
environmental assessment has been undertaken using accurate route data 
provided directly by High Speed Two Ltd.     
  
 
Contents 
The data provided for each of the three HS2 options are provided in three 
separate reports. This report provides detail in relation to Route 4.   
 
The following two pages provide, in table format, a summary of related statistics 
according to a number of environmental designations.   
 
Following this, detailed maps are provided, based on 1km squares, detailing all 
environmental features falling on or within a 1 km buffer of the assessed route.  
 
 
 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Midlands_%28region%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Command_paper


 

 

Baseline Environment Assessment - comparisons for all routes.  
 
 
  
  HS2 Route 2.5 

 
 
  HS2 Route 3  (‘Preferred Route’) 

 
 
   HS2 Route 4 

Route within: Kilometres Miles 
Tunnelling  

Km Miles 
Buckinghamshire 51.8 32.1 20.0 12.4 

Aylesbury Vale District 16.9 10.5 1.3 0.78 

Chiltern District 8.1 5.0 0 0 

Wycombe District 18.1 11.2 13.4 8.3 

South Bucks District 8.6 5.4 3.7 2.3 

AONB (in Bucks) 17.7 11.0 10.7 6.6 

Route within: Kilometres Miles 
Tunnelling 

Km Miles 
Buckinghamshire 59.3 36.8 10.8 6.7 

Aylesbury Vale District 38.8 24.1 0.2 0.12 

Chiltern District 18.3 11.4 10.6 6.5 

Wycombe District 0.7 0.4 0 0 

South Bucks District 1.5 0.9 0 0 

AONB (in Bucks) 20.6 12.8 6.7 4.2 

Route within: Kilometres Miles 
Tunnelling  

Km Miles 
Buckinghamshire 29.8 18.5 0 0 

Aylesbury Vale 
District 29.8 18.5 0 0 

Chiltern District 0 0 0 0 

Wycombe District 0 0 0 0 

South Bucks District 0 0 0 0 

AONB (in Bucks) 0 0 0 0 
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