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The Overview and Scrutiny Commissioning Committee (OSCC) asks Cabinet to 
reconsider its decision to award preferred bidder status to the Waste Recycling 
Group (WRG) on 29 November 2010.  

 
We recommend that the Cabinet reconsiders its decision in light of the issues 
that have come to the attention of the OSCC during the call-in meeting. In 
particular, we ask that Cabinet fully considers all the options, including not to 
proceed with either WRG or Covanta’s proposals at this stage. 
 
We seek clarification and reassurance in relation to the points set out below:  
 

• The high long-term financial risk relating to the costs associated with a 30 year 
contract.  

 
• The high risk associated with going ahead with the procurement process at this 

point prior to the granting of planning permission. There is no guarantee that 
planning permission will be granted and there may be considerable delay. 

 
• That the robustness of the financial case is not sufficient to justify the risk to the 

County Council of proceeding at this point.  
 

• Assurance that the bidders are sufficiently experienced to meet the Council’s 
requirements.  

 
• That sufficient weight has been given to public feeling and the level of 

consultation and public engagement  
 

• That there may be a significant risk of legal challenge to the procurement process 
at this point. We ask the Cabinet to consider the legal case of Capel Parish 



Council vs Surrey County Council 2009 to learn from their experience.  
 

• Given the time lapse between the original decision to proceed with Energy from 
Waste technology and the proposed decision to award preferred bidder status, 
we ask for Cabinet to satisfy itself that EfW continues to be the most appropriate 
solution.  

 
• In light of proximity of other potential EfW sites in neighbouring counties, we ask 

Cabinet to look again at the capacity assumptions made.  
 
 
The recommendations will be considered by Cabinet on Monday 17 January 2011. 
 
 
 

 


