Stewkley

Directions

2 From Stole Mandeille Schooldllow the waymarked pathsouth west out of the village and oss Stok Brook
at the botbridge Camry on to North Lee Langturn right and coss the railvay line at Marsh Grssing.

MainWalk

2 Shotly after clossing the raivay ling take the bridlevay on the left and contine past Marsh Mill Farm.

2 At the road junctionturn left for approximately 200 metes then tak the botpath to the right.Follow the
waymarled path to Bishopstonecross the pad and tak the path beside the old chcin.

» Follow the waymarks aanss the fields andercross the railvay line Continue to follow the waymarks past

Moat Farm and back to StekMandeille.
Shott Cut

2 After crossing théylesbuy to Princes Risbaugh raivay line walkers wishing todllow the shott cut should
continue along the Bishopstone Roaat Bpproximately 200 metes,then tale the botpath on the right to

meet up with the raivay line

» After 300 meties cioss the linetaking cae to look and listendr trains and e-join the main walk near Hall

End

Refreshments There are a umber of shops and public houses in &tdkandeille.

Features of Interest

Theword Stole isderivedfrom anOld Englishierm
for anoutlyingfarmor hamletwhilstMandeillewas
the nameof the 13th century lords of the manor
Stoke Mandeille is perhgs best known for its
hospital and for beingthe site of the gamesfor
disabled war veterans that grew into today's
Paraympics.

2 Stoke Brook risesfrom aspringatTerrick andflows
into the Bear Brook at Aylesbuy, one of the
tributariesofthe RiverThame

3 MarshMill Farm—awater mill wasfirst recordedon
thissiteinthe 13thcentury.

4 Marsh— the namerecallsa time when the Vale of
Aylesbuy wasundrainedHistoricall,the gaultclays
which underlie this comparatiely flat countryside
hae suppotted grasslandndthe rearingof stock.
However, where the occasionaldrier pockets of
greensandhave occurred,the landhasbeenusedfor
arablecultivation.

5 The largewater filled moat besidethe footpath is
believed to mark the site of an old manor Moats
were a feature of low lyingareaswhere abundant
watersuppliehelpedo keepthemfull.

6 TheVale of Aylesbuy wascolonisedby the Anglo-
Saxongduring the 6th century. In 1858,whilst the
church was beingbuilt, a number of Anglo-Saxon
relics were discovered including brooches and

bucklesandtheseare now displged in the County
Museunmat Aylesbuy.

Althoughmodern-dg farmingmethodshave created
arather hostileenvironmentfor birds,over-wintering
thrushes — edwings and fieldfas — ae still plentiful
in theValeanddespiteits numbersbeingdramaticail
reducedthe lapwingwith its familiarpee-wit'callcan
stillbeseenforagingor insects.

8 HallEndFarmhouses belieredto be allthat remains
of the hamletof Stoke Hallingelt isthoughtthatthere
usedto beseveralcottagesandaninnat HallEndThe
presenttimber framedfarmhousedatesbackto the
17thcentury.

9 (Shot cutonly)Wherethe pathcrossesStolke Brook,
the outline of alargefishpondcanbe seenAlongwith
moats, fishponds are one of the commonest
media@alearthworksto befoundinthelandscpe.

Follow the Countryside Code:
? Be saf, plan ahead analiow ary signs
Leave gates and mperty as pu find them
Protect plants and animals and éjour litter home
Keep dogs under close cormtr
Consider other people

NN ) N

Further Information:
Rights oiNVay &AccessCounty Hall,Aylesbug, HP20 1UY
Telephone01296 382171
Emailrow@buckscapv.uk
or visit our website at wwwbuckscapv.uk/rights_of wg
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