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road and turn right onto a footpath about 50m past the

post box.

The path descends steeply back to the Ridgeway. Turn left 

to follow the Ridgeway for views of the chalk pits, or carry 

straight on to retrace your steps to Chinnor.

To view the Chalk Pits

Carefully cross the road.  Look and Listen before crossing.

Follow the Ridgeway for a further 100m or so.  The chalk 

pits are visible through the hedges on each side of the 

National Trail.  

(More extensive views of the pits can be gained from Oakley 

Hill Nature Reserve  - turn left after a further 1km). For more 

information visit www.bbowt.org.uk 

For information about the 

Ridgeway National Trail visit

www.nationaltrail.co.uk

Distance:  5.5 miles (9km)  Allow 2.5 hours.

(includes spurs to Bledlow village and the Chalk Pits)

Short cut: 2 miles (3.5km)

Access Information:  
The walk is mainly on un-made paths with soft surfaces.  

There several five stiles along the route, through Wainhill 

Farm, including one stile on the shorter route.

Shorter flatter routes can be followed but the full route 

involves a long uphill walk and steep descent.

Route Description:

Shortly after the railway turn left and follow the footpath 

that runs parallel to the railway line.  

Carry on until you meet a broad track where you 

turn left. At the next junction take the left fork across the 

field and you will see The Lions of Bledlow ahead of you.

Short cut: 

Turn 

right along the Ridgeway.  After passing a house on your 

left turn right on the track back to Chinnor.

From ‘The Lions’ follow the track past the pub car park and 

uphill to the Ridgeway. Turn right and continue to follow 

the Ridgeway until the hamlet of Hempton Wainhill where 

you turn left and follow the signs to ‘Chinnor Reserve and 

Barrows’. 

At the top of the hill you leave the bridleway and pass 

through a kissing gate that takes you onto the viewpoint 

at Chinnor Hill. After that go through another kissing gate 

back onto the bridleway and carry on through the wood 

until you reach a small car park. Continue along tarmac 

From The Village Centre turn right along the High Street, 

then straight ahead along Keens Lane towards the post 

office. Turn left and follow the road over the track leading 

over the railway. 

Cross the road at 

Lower Hempton and take the footpath through the 

farmyard. 

When you get to the tarmac road at Lower 

Wainhill turn right following the track, then take the next 

right along a bridleway which leads to the Ridgeway. 
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Bodgers and Bobbins

the time of the 1851 census there were 256 lace makers in 

the village and 43 chair leg turners, or bodgers, working in 

the woods.

Die Another Day

The dramatic backdrop of the abandoned quarries is not 

without value:  during April 2002 villagers had to get used to 

the sound of explosions and machine gun fire coming from 

the quarries.  The cement works were used to film part of the 

opening hovercraft sequence in the Bond movie, Die 

Another Day.

But Chinnor's association with Bond movies can be traced 

back further:  Adam Clayton, bassist and manager of the 

band U2, was born in Chinnor in 1960.  Nick-named Sparky, 

he assisted Bono and the Edge writing the theme tune for 

'GoldenEye' in 1995.

Geology

One of the chalk quarries has been protected as 

a geological Site of Special Scientific Interest 

as it has particularly good exposures of both 

the Lower Chalk and Middle Chalk 

geological layers.  Both layers have given up 

important fossil ammonites.

Cement making was not the biggest industry in Chinnor; at 

The Countryside Code

lBe safe - plan ahead and follow any signs

lLeave gates and property as you find them

lProtect plants and animals, and take your litter home

lKeep dogs under close control

lConsider other people.

B4445

B4009
to M40

B4009
to Princes Risborough

The Lions of Bledlow

0 1km500m

0 0.5mile

The  Ridgeway
National Trail

Th
e 

 R
id

ge
w

ay
N

tio
na

l T
ra

il

a

North

Crown copyright. Chilterns Conservation Board Licence no. 100044050 (2006)

P Parking

P

The Village Centre

P

Chinnor and Princes Risborough Railway

Respect      Protect        Enjoy

Lower
Wainhill

Oakley Hill 
Nature Reserve




