





‘On the Ground®

summer Mowing

Every year, between mid-
May and the end of
September we run two
gangs almost exclusively

undertaking summer
vegetation clearance.
They mainly use

strimmers, but bridleways
and longer footpaths need
heavier machinery. For
this we have two specialist
tractor mowers. They are
bi-directional, having the
option of driving with the
mower in front or behind.
They provide an important investment to our path maintenance work and, due to their
enhanced productivity and flexibility of operation, will help us achieve much needed efficiency
savings.

Tractor Mower

In 2010 Season

In 2010 we had a reduced budget, so rather than clearing all the paths on our ‘annual
clearance’ list, built up over many years, we focussed on the high priority paths that really
needed doing, such as school routes, promoted routes, town routes and those being reported
by the public. In this way we started with a reduced number of ‘annual clearance’ jobs from
previous years and by employing an additional contractor during August, we were able to
target any extra clearance that was needed, which left space for our regular contractors to
respond quicker to urgent works, such as dangerous structures, fallen trees and trip hazards.
The total length
of path cleared
as at 18"
October 2010
was down to 207
km, from last
year’s 326 km.




High Speed 2 — what it could mean for our Public Rights of Way?

All three of the Government's potential routes for High Speed Rail (HS2) could have a
significant impact on our Rights of Way network in Buckinghamshire. The lines have been
named ‘Route 2.5, ‘Preferred Route 3.0’ and ‘Route 4'.

The numbers of Rights of Way directly severed are shown in the table below. The figures in

the third column provide an indication of the number of footpaths that would be affected by
the close proximity of the track proposals. The Government’s preferred option is Route 3.

Number of Rights of Way affected:

Route Directly Severed Within a 500m corridor
Route 2.5 66 215

Route 3 79 293

Route 4 23 62

The Rights of Way and Natural Environment Teams have put together a paper on the likely
impact and strategy the Council needs to adopt to protect the connectivity of the network.
Please click on the following link and download the ‘Rights of Way Report’ at the bottom of
the page:

http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/sites/bc
c/transport/high_speed_2.page

In addition, we will publish our
suggested crossings and diversions
map along the proposed line of
Route 3, which first enters
Buckinghamshire along a viaduct
through the Colne Valley in
Denham, runs into Hertfordshire,
then enters a tunnel running from
the M25 in Chalfont St Peter to
reappear just past Old Amersham.
It then runs mainly over-ground,
past Wendover, Aylesbury,
Waddesdon, Calvert and Twyford;
leaves the county at Chetwode and
re-enters at Turweston, before
finally leaving the county.
The paper will have 22 maps
covering the county showing our
proposed mitigation and suggested
improvements to the connectivity of

the network

e Route 25

Proposed routes described
in HS2 options—




Chiltern Way — Berkshire Loop

Chiltern Way Berkshire Loop opening walk

Richard Booth, from the Chiltern Society describes the celebratory walk in October 2010
to mark the opening of a new Loop to the Chiltern Way

The Berkshire Loop is a new walk which runs from the Chiltern Way south from Penn for
28 miles to join up with the Chiltern Way to the west of Henley-on-Thames at Crowsley
Park. The route passes through Holtspur, Wooburn, Bourne End and into Berkshire over
the River Thames at Cookham. It then runs via Winter Hill, Pinkneys Green, Burchett's
Green, Warren Row, Remenham and into Oxfordshire at Henley. This part of Berkshire is
often referred to as the ‘Berkshire Chilterns’ as the countryside is similar to the
recognised Chilterns on the other side of the Thames.

The route was devised by Nick Moon, the highly respected author of many books on
walks in the Chilterns area and a long time member of the Chiltern Society.

The launch of the Loop took place on Sunday 10th October in glorious
autumn weather en route at Stubbings Nursery, half way between Cookham and Henley.
Groups of walkers set out from Henley and Cookham, converging at Stubbings for food
and adrink before Allison Doggett, Chairman Designate of the Chiltern Society,
introduced Sir John Johnson, Chairman of the Chilterns Conservation Board and for
many years a long distance walker, who declared the Loop, “Open”!




Our Unique commons

Kate Ashbrook is general secretary of the national Open Spaces Society, based in
Henley-on-Thames. She explains why commons matter.

The Open Spaces Society is Britain’s oldest national conservation body, campaigning
to protect common land, village greens, open spaces and public paths, and your rights
to enjoy them.

Common land is a misnomer. It is not commonly-owned, but commonly used by those
entitled to graze animals or collect wood; the rights being attached to their properties,
and by the public, who now have the right to walk on all commons and to ride on
some. There are just under 600,000 hectares of common in England and Wales, with
1,161 in Buckinghamshire. The commons are recorded on registers, in
Buckinghamshire held by the county council.

Buckinghamshire commons include the Chiltern hilltop commons, such as Turville
Heath, Downley and Cholesbury; and the woods of Burnham Beeches and the open
hillside at Brill. Dating back to pre-medieval times, commons were once much more
extensive, but they were reduced by the inclosure movement.

Walkers enjoying Downley Common
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Although these remnants have survived largely unchanged, they suffer from creeping
encroachment as people filch bits for their garden or to park their car. Also, few
commoners now exercise their rights because lifestyles have changed. With the lack of
grazing, a large number of commons are disappearing under scrub. In addition, many
are fragmented by busy roads and lanes, which makes grazing no longer feasible
without fencing, and can be a physical and psychological barrier to public access and a
blot on the landscape.

Many commons are sites of special scientific interest, with targets for species counts
and habitat management. However, the Open Spaces Society is concerned that there
is no requirement to take account of the community interest when managing commons,
despite their importance to local residents and visitors.

Consequently, Natural England commissioned the society to produce the paper
‘Finding Common Ground’, which offers advice on how to assess and take account of
the community interest when planning a common’s future. It is vital to secure the
support of the community if our unique but fragile commons are to survive.

http://www.0ss.org.uk/publications/free-publications/
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John Toovey retires

At the end of December, Ashley Green Parish Councillor John Toovey retires as footpath
representative for the Parish after 17 years of great work supporting the county Rights of
Way team, handing over to Nora Maws in January 2011. The improvements to the
network that he has been involved in have been stunning including the removal or
replacement of 85 stiles, which has been an enormous benefit for both able and less
able walkers in the Ashley Green, Chesham, Whelpley Hill and Berkhamstead areas. It
has contributed to the Chilterns AONB ‘Miles without stiles project’ by achieving almost
stile-free status for Ashley Green (6 remain, with tricky landowners the final barrier).

His parish volunteers undertake some summer growth clearance and waymarking on
behalf of the County Council, which is a great help. On a sunny day in April this year,
they met Corinne Waldron the County Area Officer, to discuss current issues; including,
the need for better crop marking by farmers and the erosion of bridleway surfaces in the
Parish.

John deserves great credit for his sterling efforts over many years in managing the
Rights of Way at Parish level. Well done, John, and happy retirement.




Pistone Permissive Path

Laurie Eagling reports on the new Pistone allotment site and fantastic new path around
the plot linking into the surrounding Rights of Way network.

On Saturday 4 September 2010, the members of the Pitstone Allotment Association
hosted an event to celebrate the opening of the new allotments in the village and the
new permissive footpath that runs around the outside.

Pitstone Parish Council has leased a plot of land along Marsworth Road from the
National Trust, to provide a new allotment site for the residents of Pitstone. The site
was originally part of Pitstone Green Farm prior to being bequeathed to the National
Trust by the Hawkins family.

The old arable field has been transformed into a thriving allotment site with 65 quarter
sized plots, all of which are fully rented, and there is a waiting list too, such is popularity
of the ‘growing your own’ movement. The newly formed Pitstone Allotment Association
operates the site on a day-to-day basis and many of their members helped to plant the
boundary hedgerow during the creation of the new facility.

The project received funding from a number of sources, including the ‘Community
Chest’ who funded the installation of three self-regulating water troughs and connection
to the Anglian Water mains supply, which has provided a vital source of water. The
remainder of the costs were borne by the parish council.

Pitstone allotments permissive path, entrance off the Marsworth Road
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Not only has the village this new facility, but along the allotment boundary is a newly
created permissive footpath that connects the heart of Pitstone to the rural footpaths in
Ivinghoe, round Pitstone Windmill field, up to Pitstone Hill and beyond. This is already
proving to be very popular with walkers, who enjoy the stunning views offered across
the open countryside. The parish council and National Trust are grateful to
Buckinghamshire County Council’'s Rights of Way Department for kindly donating the
pedestrian gate.

The grand opening event was held to celebrate the creation of these fabulous new
facilities and provided an opportunity for the community to visit the site and see first-
hand how amazing the plots look now that they are cultivated, and enjoy a walk whilst
taking in the stunning views across open countryside. There was a BBQ, bar,
scarecrow competition, singing from Brookmead School choir, a best plot competition,
produce and plant sales plus lots of fun activities for the children. The sun shone and
the event was attended by several hundred people who joined in the celebration,
marked with an official site opening by John Bly of the Antiques Roadshow.

Wendover Canal Townath

Local Access Forum Member representing disabled access describes his ‘scoot’ along
the Wendover Canal towpath.

| have recently joined the Buckinghamshire Local Access Forum, as member
representing disabled access issues. | enjoy being as adventurous as | can in
accessing the countryside despite my disability. To get around | have several types of
mobility scooter, that can be used around both urban streets and countryside, though
I’'m restricted to using paths without stiles or deep mud.

My scooters are designed to come apart, enabling me to pack them up to be
transported in a saloon car taxi, or on aeroplanes. | will soon be providing information
and advice from my experience using mobility scooters to enable disabled people to
access the countryside.

The first route | tested for the County Council was the Wendover Arm of the canal
towpath - it is perhaps Aylesbury's best kept secret. It runs from Wendover to Halton
then onwards to Buckland and Aston Clinton.
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The evening | visited was a
beautiful autumn evening, before
the clocks went back, and the
path surface was of a loose stone
material that was smooth enough
for my scooter. | travelled through
to Buckland and then came back
along the same route. There is
potential for longer circuits from
Aylesbury to Wendover, then
perhaps back to Aylesbury from
Aston Clinton or the Grand Union
Canal, battery providing!

« Canal towpath
view at sunset

| Gavin's scooter.

« Canal
Towpath
Sunset




Simply Walk News

Simply Walk is invaluable for community spirit, bringing people together, tackling
isolation and providing a healthy and fun way for people to make new friends in their
neighbourhood. Since it began in 2002 Simply Walk has increased year-on-year and
now has 52 walks throughout Buckinghamshire, attracting over 500 walkers each week.
The walks are led by trained volunteers and are free to participants.

Despite the scheme’s great success, affording numerous benefits to the health and
well-being of residents though out Buckinghamshire, there is a shortfall in funding.
Fiona has requested an opportunity to present the case for funding Simply Walk from
Parish Councils, particularly those where ‘Simply Walk’ operates so successfully.

Walkers will be asked for voluntary donations via the newsletter. However, walk leaders
are not happy to collect donations on the walks and handling cash between so many
walks and walk leaders would be unfeasible.

Bucks Sport has donated £2,500 from it's ‘Fit for Life’ programme in exchange for
setting up 5 new walks, aimed specifically at those who cannot walk more than 30
minutes. Some of these are on ‘walkers’ (a zimmer frame with wheels) and live in
sheltered housing. These walks have been set up in Marlow, Bedgrove, Walton Court,
Burnham, Holmer Green and Great Missenden, alongside current walks in those areas.

On August 5™ 2010 Simply Walk organised a walk and picnic in Amersham, with care
providers and service users from ‘Chesham Outreach’, Chiltern & South Bucks
Community Learning Disability Team and the ‘Ridgeway Partnership’ (Oxfordshire
Learning Disability NHS Trust). Fiona and two volunteer leaders lead the walk, which
was very well received.

Fiona Broadbent,

Health Walks Coordinator.

Tel: 01494 475367.

Email: fboroadbent@buckscc.gov.uk

1Imply Walk ...

...your way to better health




Parish Councils Fund 'Simply Walk'

Fiona Broadbent is the county’s health walks co-ordinator.

Simply Walk currently organises walks in 46 parishes in the county, attracting
approximately 1000 walkers a month. A new one starts in Gerrards Cross early in the
New Year and the new walks in Waddesdon and Hambleden are going from strength to
strength. Stokenchurch now has 2 walks a week.

In August this year, contact was made with all Parish Councils requesting the
opportunity to give a short presentation to put forward the case for a funding
contribution towards ‘Simply Walk’ which has become a highly valued and important
part of the community.

Fiona was invited to five parish council meetings, and is delighted to report that
Downley and Chalfont St Giles have each donated £500, Stokenchurch has donated
£50 and a decision is pending from Chalfont St Peter and Princes Risborough.

She would be delighted for the opportunity to show you why ‘Simply Walk’ is good for
your parish and how it contributes to the ‘Big Society’. These are some of its strengths:

Great community cohesion

Enables people to improve their health

Provides volunteer led walks — approximately 8000 hours per year!

Helps parishioners get to know and be involved with their local area

Tackles isolation within the community

Gives people a reason to invest in their environment

Offers a value for money service, offering huge benefit at low cost (circa £44k
per year county wide)

Participants LIKE the scheme

ELOE 3 3 3 3 L3
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Please see the latest walk programme of walks in your area (kindly donated by
Reactivate Bucks) on www.buckscc.gov.uk/simplywalk




Officer’s Drofile — Fiona Broadbent

1 What is your role within the Rights of Way team?
Simply Walk - Health Walks Coordinator

2 What are the most enjoyable parts of your job?
Communication with people - both the fantastic band of
volunteer walk leaders and the walkers themselves. Hearing all
the great stories of how people have benefited from joining
Simply Walk. There are some really heart warming stories
about making new friends, (including 4 weddings!) recovering
from illness and enjoying a renewed lease of life!

3 What are the most frustrating parts of your job?
Continually having to chase funding to continue doing
something which works well and speaks for itself in terms of
value for money. The scheme has over 2000 people walking,
with nearly half over 65 years of age...that is saving money!
However, it's hard to prove. If funders went out and spoke to
the walkers they would understand. Also, it's frustrating
learning new ‘systems’ - just when | get the hang of the old
one, it changes! I'm a bit of a dinosaur at heart - | like to keep
life simple.

4 What's been your greatest achievement in the last 12
months?

Getting ‘First Footers’ going - walks for those who need a bit
more help. In Great Missenden we have a couple of ladies on
‘Walkers’ (a zimmer frame with wheels) who were not going out
at all and can now make it round the park and the village. Also,
leading my first climb up a cliff in Cornwall!

5 What's you main interest outside work?

Walking of course! Hill walking, scrambling and climbing. | go to
Snowdonia, the Lake District, or Peak District once a month
and Scotland for a week each year. | love ‘wild camping’ up
mountains and slept on top of Ben Nevis this year, in the snow
©!

6 What's your favourite walk in Buckinghamshire?

| don't really have a particular favourite, but anywhere where |
can't hear traffic, or see a road and involves beech woods and
some hills .

7 What's your favourite view?
| love the view from the top of the field down onto the road
where | live, just as the sun is going down - all year round.
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With 3300km of public Rights of Way network in Buckinghamshire, this is what we do...

We hold a Definitive Map and Statement of all known public Rights of Way.
We have powers to make changes to the network.

We have a duty to maintain all public Rights of Way, and as far as possible to prevent
their obstruction. To do this as efficiently as possible, a Problem Management Matrix
has been developed to prioritise issues on paths according to the nature of the
problem and its location. This can be viewed on our website, together with details of
all path issues that we are aware of.

We make strategic improvements to the network, and these are implemented where
resources are available and agreements can be reached with landowners.

We work in partnership with local communities and Parish Councils to identify
improvements to the Rights of Way network.

We aim to deliver access for everyone, targeting improvements to specific routes so
that they are easier to use, removing barriers and obstacles to provide least restrictive
access.

We publicise and promote access to the Buckinghamshire countryside, providing
information about the location of routes.

We aim to ensure that all public Rights of Way are easy to follow by providing
adequate signposting and way marking of all routes.

We lead regular walks, mainly on public Rights of Way, through the Simply Walk
programme.

More details on any of the information provided can be found on our web page at:
www.buckscc.gov.uk/rights_of_way
Alternatively contact us on 01296 382171 or e-mail row@buckscc.gov.uk






