
 
 

Parishes embrace ‘Donate-a-Gate’ 

Many Parish Councils have been raising money to improve access on footpaths where 
stiles are particularly tricky to negotiate, or where there is a demand for pushchair or 
mobility vehicle access.  
 
Chepping Wycombe Parish Council raised enough money to pay for 14 gates which 
have been matched by the county council to produce an astonishing 28 new gates 
through the ‘Donate-a-Gate’ scheme. The project is being led by Jeff Herschell: 
 
‘Bearing in mind the need and opportunities to improve our footpaths and bridleways 
there was a feeling that we should do more. The local Rights of Way Team responded 
with enthusiasm, in spite of our modest finances. 
 
Things didn’t happen overnight. The Rights of Way Team are very small and have to 
find time to negotiate with landowners in the process of turning aspirations into reality. 
We are now well on the way to achieving our first objective of becoming a stile-free 
parish and by the summer 2011 we will have replaced about 50 stiles at a cost to us of 
less than £2,000 a year. It has been one of the best value-for-money projects we have 
ever embarked upon. 
 
Residents seem to agree. Their response has been amazingly positive, not only 
towards the new gates, but also to the other small, sometimes insignificant 
improvements we are making to the network; it all counts. 
 
Would we recommend a similar project to you? A big, ‘yes’, but only if you are serious 
and in for the long haul. From the day we started, to the first gate going in, took nearly a 
year; though now they are being installed at almost one a fortnight. When the gates are 
done there will still be the need to support the Chiltern Society Path Maintenance 
Volunteers in their vital work to improve surfaces and cut-back encroaching vegetation. 
 

In a similar way, Ashley Green Parish 
Council, under the stewardship of John 
Toovey, have worked with the county council 
since 1997, through the ‘Parish Paths 
Partnership’ scheme. They have removed 75 
stiles since 1999, including 13 last summer. 
John says, “It could not have been possible 
without working in partnership with the county 
council.” The parish will be stile-free in the 
next two years. 
 
For more information about Donate-a-Gate, 
visit the Chiltern Society website:  
http://www.chilternsociety.org.uk/support-
donatagate.php 
 
Alternatively contact the Chiltern Society office 
on 01494 771250 or Jonathan Clark in 
Strategic Access 01296 387695. 

Jeff Hurschell (right), Chepping 
Wycombe Parish Council; John Gibb, 
Jacobs contractor; and Rosie Taylor, 
Rights of Way Team, talk through the 
installation of a new gate along the 
disused railway line at Fennell's Wood. 



Village Green - Burton's Wood - 

the regulations and no objection to registration was received. Therefore, we proceeded 
to consider whether the application met the required criteria. 
 
The locality should be a legally recognised area. In this case, the locality was identified 
as the parish of Little Chalfont. Neighbourhood is not so easily defined. It is more that 
just a line drawn on the map – the area identified must have a sufficient degree of 
cohesion. In this case, the neighbourhood was identified as the area of Burton's Lane 
between the valley and the crossroads with Lodge and Roughwood Lanes. We 
considered this area to be sufficiently cohesive to qualify as a neighbourhood. 
 
The applicant presented evidence of use from 76 local residents, 74 of whom either 
lived in the neighbourhood at the time of the application or had lived there when they 
used the land. The relevant twenty-year period is from February 1989 to February 2009 
and the evidence indicates that use goes back to 1944. It is not necessary for all users 
to have used the land for the full twenty years but taken as a whole the use should 
cover all of twenty-year period, which it does in this case.  
 
Users stated that they had taken part in the following activities on the land: walking 
(with or without dogs), children playing, cycling, picnicking, bird watching, nature 
watching, treasure hunting and drawing. These are considered to be lawful sports and 
pastimes. 
 
There was no evidence of any barriers preventing access to the land or of any forceful 
entry by the residents. Neither was there any suggestion of any secret use nor any 
evidence of any act by the landowner either to prohibit use of the land or to indicate that 
permission has been given for its use. Therefore we considered that the use had been 
as of right. 
 
Thus we concluded that there had been use of the land by a significant number of the 
inhabitants of the neighbourhood as of right for lawful sports and pastimes for the 
twenty-year period. The land was registered as VG118 on 1 December 2009. 

The application to register 
land at Burton’s Wood, Little 
Chalfont, as Town or Village 
Green was made in February 
2009. In order for land to 
qualify for registration as a 
town or village green, a 
significant number of the 
inhabitants of a locality, or of 
any neighbourhood within a 
locality, must have indulged 
‘as of right’ in lawful sports 
and pastimes on the land for 
a period of at least 20 years.  
 
The application was 
advertised in accordance with  
 



  

Funding Opportunities 

Available to parish councils are a number of ways of attracting funds that would benefit 
rights of way and access improvements.  We would be happy to assist you in applying 
for project grants and, working in partnership, may be able to contribute toward the 
project costs.  Please contact us if you wish to apply for any funding opportunity. 
 
Community Chest 
 
What is the Community Chest? 
The Community Chest is a grants scheme administered jointly by Aylesbury Vale 
District Council and the Vale of Aylesbury Housing Trust. From 2007 until 2017, the 
fund has around £500,000 per year to help support projects that will benefit the local 
community. 
 
Who can apply? 
Any voluntary or community group can apply for a grant. To be eligible: 
The project must be within Aylesbury Vale and provide community activities or services 
for the benefit of local residents and must contribute to at least one area of the 
Community Chest grants criteria. 
 
What projects can be funded? 
Applications will be considered for projects which contribute to the Aylesbury Vale 
Community Plan under one or more of the following five headings: 
 
Communities 

• recreation or leisure facilities 
• reducing crime, anti-social behaviour or fear of crime 
• bringing together different generations, religions, abilities or cultures 
• encouraging local community involvement 
• improving understanding and quality of community life 

 
Economic development 
 
Environment 

• local green spaces 
 
Health and wellbeing 

• encouraging healthier lifestyles 
  
Transport 

• accessibility, road safety 
• community/alternative transport 

 
Amount of grant available 

• Micro Grants - up to £1,000 
• Project Grants - up to £25,000 
• A limited number of grants are 

available for long-term revenue 
funding (up to 3 years)  

                                           Continued … 



 
 
 
Who can apply? 
The funding focuses on supporting community projects in settlements affected by the 
impacts of quarrying. To qualify, projects will need to be located in one of the qualifying 
areas.   
 
What projects can be funded? 
The COMMA fund aims to support community-based projects which provide genuine 
and lasting benefit for the community. The list below is not exhaustive, but gives 
guidance as to what can be considered: 
 

• Improving access to the countryside and local facilities  
• Improving a community space  
• Green spaces  
• Transport projects that can improve access to services and reduce car use  
• Restoration of monuments/sites/structures and other arts and heritage 

projects  
• Facilities for activities for children and young people  
• Locally produced publications about local facilities and environment  
• Creation of sites that support biodiversity and wildlife. This can include 

management and interpretation of sites  
• Projects that restore (or provide access to) land adversely affected by 

aggregates extraction, including management and interpretation of sites.  
 
 
Amount of grant available 
Applications may be submitted for grants of between £3,000 and £20,000 
 
 

Continue … 
 
COMMA 
 
What is the COMMA grant fund? 
Action with Communities in Rural England (ACRE) is the 
national umbrella body of the Rural Community Action 
Network which supports rural communities across the 
country.  Their vision is that rural communities will 
increasingly take a leading role in ensuring the social, 
environmental and economic well-being of all their 
residents.    
 
Defra has commissioned ACRE to deliver three years of 
funding with finances drawn from the Aggregates Levy 
Sustainability Fund. The distribution of the grants 
programme is known as COMMA.  ACRE has announced 
that COMMA 2010-11 will open for applications on 
Monday 1st March 2010 and will remain open until Friday 
14th May 2010.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Simply Walk 

Simply Walk is invaluable for community spirit, bringing people together, tackling isolation 
and providing a healthy and fun way for people to make new friends in their own 
neighbourhood. Simply Walk currently has 49 walks throughout Buckinghamshire, 
attracting over 500 walkers each week. The walks are led by trained volunteers and are 
free. 
 
 
Congratulations! 
We are very pleased to have confirmation from Natural England 
that our Simply Walk - Walking for Health scheme has 
successfully achieved ‘Accredited scheme status’ for the 
forthcoming year. Our congratulations go to Fiona Broadbent, 
our Simply Walk Co-ordinator, as well as all the volunteers and 
colleagues who continue to maintain excellent standards 
delivering an extensive programme of walks for local people.   
 
To retain this status Fiona provided Natural England with proof of the different grades of 
walks on offer, including walks for beginners, and showed that good practice was being 
maintained with health questionnaires given to all new walkers, walk registers taken and 
risk assessments conducted.  
 
 
Simply Walk and Community Police Officers join forces to start new walk. 
Simply Walk, the local health walk scheme, has joined forces with Marlow Community 
Police officers to start a new walk in Hambleden. Sarah Turner, PCSO for Marlow, had the 
idea of starting a walk on her patch to help bring the local community together and 
contacted Simply Walk. Just three weeks later, she and two colleagues were trained walk 
leaders and have set up a weekly walk, departing every Wednesday, from the Stag & 
Huntsman Car Park in Hambleden at 10.30 a.m. Fiona Broadbent, Simply Walk 
coordinator, is delighted to be working with Sarah and her fellow community officers who 
have such good local knowledge. 
 
 
           Continued … 
 

 

….your way to better health 



 

Walking in Wycombe 

April sees the exciting launch of the Walk Wycombe project, designed to encourage 
residents of Wycombe to leave their cars at home and walk more if they are able. Whether 
going to the shops, to work, or out on one of the three new Walk Wycombe routes, there is 
an option for everyone with the advantages of increased fitness and benefiting health. 
 
Walk Wycombe will be launched with a big event in Wycombe town centre on the 17th April. 
A ‘Walk Doctor’ will be on hand offering advice and providing walking ‘prescriptions’, there 
will be activities for children and even foot treatments for all. 
 
Walkit.com, an urban walking journey planner, now covers Wycombe and is a great tool 
including walking maps and directions to find out how long your trips around the town could 
take by walking and how many calories you could burn. Walking is a great way to 
incorporate exercise into your daily routine and is easy for almost everyone to take part and 
enjoy. With the new signs and maps in Wycombe, walking is an even more exciting way to 
discover your town. 
 

Continue … 
 
 

In praise of Simply Walk 
Doug Schlaepfer, a 91-year-old war veteran from Lane End, has been walking with Simply 
Walk for the last eight years after his beloved wife Mary died. He walks with the Simply 
Walk Lane End group twice a week. Mr Schlaepfer feels that walking four miles a week 
helps to keep him young. He said: “It has changed my life. I was feeling very down after 
my wife died and then when I joined Simply Walk I was meeting people. They are all such 
lovely people and I now have so many good friends. It is so easy to sit around and do 
nothing.” He added that it is great a great form of exercise and he feels exceedingly fit for 
a 91-year-old.  
 
Mr Schlaepfer who is a Burma star holder, and veteran of Kohima, said he thinks the Lane 
End group is popular because of the area. He added: “We have so much chance here and 
are very lucky with the surrounding countryside. It has kept me feeling younger. I could 
have sat around feeling sorry for myself, but you need to ignore the aches and pains and 
get on with it.” Mr Schlaepfer has personally donated a gate to replace a stile in Lane End 
as part of the Chiltern Society’s ‘Donate-a-Gate’ scheme, to improve access to the 
countryside.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

With 3300km of public rights of way network in Buckinghamshire, this is what we do ... 
 
• We hold a Definitive map and Statement of all known public rights of way. 
 
• We have powers to make changes to the network. 
 
• We have a duty to maintain all public rights of way, and as far as possible to prevent 

their obstruction.  To do this as efficiently as possible, a Problem Management Matrix 
has been developed to prioritise issues on paths according to the nature of the 
problem and its location. This can be viewed on our website, together with details of all 
path issues that we are aware of. 

 
• We make strategic improvements to the network, and these are implemented where 

resources are available and agreements can be reached with landowners. 
 
• We work in partnership with local communities and parish councils to identify 

improvements to the rights of way network. 
 
• We aim to deliver access for everyone, targeting improvements to specific routes so 

that they are easier to use, removing barriers and obstacles to provide least restrictive 
access. 

 
• We publicise and promote access to the Buckinghamshire countryside, providing 

information about the location of routes. 
 
• We aim to ensure that all public rights of way are easy to follow by providing adequate 

signposting and way marking of all routes. 
 
• We lead regular walks, mainly on public rights of way, through the Simply Walk 

programme.  
 
More details on any of the information provided can be found on our web page at: 
www.buckscc.gov.uk/rights_of_way 
Alternatively contact us on 01296 382171 or e-mail row@buckscc.gov.uk 

Rights of Way & Access Group 
-Our Aims in Brief 




