32

Appendix C - Landscape Assessment Methodology

Cl

C2

The landscape assessment of the county was
carried out during 1995 and early 1996.

Whereas landscape assessments have
previously been made of specific areas
including the Chilterns AONB (26), the Colne
Valley Park and the Greensand Ridge (27),
the 1995/96 assessment was the first
comprehensive landscape assessment

carried out for the county as a whole.

The methodology employed has been
established by the Countryside Commission
(24,25) and is in widespread use in the UK.
The methodology is consistent with more
recent interim guidance (23) and comprises a
four step process.

Step 1 - Planning the Assessment

C3

Careful consideration is given to the
objectives of the exercise (The Landscape
Plan) and therefore the expectations of the
landscape assessment particularly in terms of
the level of detail to which the assessment
will be undertaken. Decisions are made about
how the assessment will be carried out, by
whom and how the assessment will be
checked and consulted upon.

Step 2 - Desk Study

C4

C5

A literature review is carried out
accompanied by the overlay of map based
information on geology,(see Map 4) landform,
soils, settlement pattern, landuse etc. to
identify areas of consistent character.

The desk study suggests different areas of
landscape character which are drawn up into
zones with a description of the character of
each prior to testing on site. In some areas,
e.g.in the Chilterns, landform may be a key
determinant of landscape character, whereas
elsewhere marked changes in landuse may be
significant in sub-dividing the landscape.

Step 3 - Field Survey

Cé

An extensive field study is carried out
involving visits to all the zones identified to
determine which areas have a sufficiently
distinct and consistent character to be
considered as a landscape character zone of
county significance. The site survey brings into
the assessment the importance of views and
the visual impact of various elements in the
landscape such as pylon lines or the edges of
urban development which could not be
assessed by the desk top survey. Further
information is collected to complete the
description of the character of each zone.

Step 4 - Analysis and the Presentation of
the Results

c7

A detailed description for each of the
Landscape Character Zones is then prepared
and the boundaries between zones
confirmed.Where the boundaries between
zones is a marked change in landform or
landuse the boundary can be determined
quite precisely, however in many instances the
character of one zone tends to merge into
the other making it more difficult at the
county scale to draw a precise line on a map.
See also para 89.

Use of the Assessment

cs

The results of the landscape character
assessment are incorporated into the
Landscape Plan for the county. Examples of
Uses for Landscape Character assessments
are detailed in para 52 and Table 2.



Appendix D - Glossary

Agri-Environment Schemes

Schemes offering payments to farmers to promote
farming that is compatible with the requirements of
the protection of the environment and sustaining
wildlife within the countryside. Examples are
Countryside Stewardship and Environmentally
Sensitive Areas.

Area of Attractive Landscape (AAL)

An area of Buckinghamshire which has been
designated in recognition of its county-wide
landscape value.The general location is shown on
the Key Diagram of the County Structure Plan
whilst the detail boundaries are defined in the
Local Plans prepared by the District Councils.

Area of Outstanding Natural

Beauty (AONB)

An area recognised as being of national landscape
importance and designated by the Government
under the National Parks and Access to the
Countryside Act 1949.

Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife

Trust (BBOWT)

A charity involved in protecting and promoting
wildlife in Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and
Oxfordshire through management of nature
reserves, education and various biodiversity
initiatives.

Biodiversity Action Plan

A framework for achieving the conservation of

biodiversity based on the targeting of resources
towards protecting priority habitats and species.
BAPs can be prepared at different levels.

Buckinghamshire Nature

Conservation Forum

Forum bringing together the main organisations
responsible for nature conservation in
Buckinghamshire on a regular and structured
basis to address strategic nature conservation
issues.

Buckinghamshire Woodland Forum
Forum established in 1990 comprising
representatives of local authorities in
Buckinghamshire and organisations with an
interest in woodlands and woodland products.
The objective of the Forum is to promote,
implement and develop the Buckinghamshire
Tree and Woodland Strategy.

British Trust for Conservation

Volunteers (BTCV)

A charity which encourages volunteers to
participate in practical conservation tasks through
training and assistance with the establishment
and running of local groups.

Brownfield Site

Site of or available for development which is the
site of previous development, as opposed to
previously undeveloped land which is known as
a Greenfield Site.

Character Area

An area of consistent landscape character at a
national level as identified in the Character Map of
England published by the Countryside Commission
and English Nature.

Colne Valley Park

An area which includes part of southern
Buckinghamshire established as a regional park in
the 1960’s in which landscape and recreational
enhancements are sought. The objectives of the
Park are embodied in the development plan policies
of the constituent County, District and Unitary
authorities.

Colne Valley Standing Conference

An organisation comprising representatives of local
authorities in the Colne Valley Park and other
organisations working together to promote and
deliver the aims of the Park.

Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)

The agricultural policy of the European Community.
As set out in the Treaty of Rome, the CAP has the
following objectives: to increase agricultural
productivity; to ensure a fair standard of living for
the agricultural community; to stabilise markets; to
assure the availability of supplies; and to ensure that
supplies reach consumers at reasonable prices.

The subject of major reform in 1992.

Community Woodland
New woodlands planted on public or private land,
to which public access is encouraged.

Conservation Area

An area designated by District Councils under the
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas)
Act 1990 as being of special architectural or
historic interest, the character or appearance of
which it is desirable to preserve or enhance.
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Coppice/Coppice With Standards

The traditional form of management of much of the
broad-leaved woodland in the UK involving cutting
down trees and shrubs near ground level at
intervals of -25 years causing the re-growth of
many shoots from the stump or stool to provide
small timber and poles. In a coppice with standards
individual trees are allowed and encouraged to
grow to full stature to provide large sized timber.

Countryside Agency

The Countryside Agency is a statutory,
Government-funded agency working to conserve
and enhance the countryside, to promote social
equity and economic opportunity for the people
who live there, and to help everyone, wherever
they live, to enjoy this national asset.

Development Plans

Statutory documents which set out local planning
authorities’ policies and proposals for the
development and use of land in their area.

Dipslope
The sloping backslope of an escarpment.

Distinctiveness

The characteristics of an area which confer a
particular local identity. Distinctiveness may result
from the influence of a single element or more
commonly from a combination of several.

England Rural Development Plan

The Plan sets out how MAFF intend to use the
European Rural Development Regulation to protect
and improve the countryside and to encourage
sustainable enterprise and thriving rural
communities.

English Heritage

The government’s statutory adviser on
conservation legislation concerning the historic
environment. English Heritage maintains a Register
of Historic Parks and Gardens.

English Nature

The government’s statutory adviser on nature
conservation in England. English Nature promotes
the conservation of England’s wildlife and natural
features.

Escarpment
A distinctive ridge like landform comprising a steep
scarp and a more gently sloping dip slope.

Geology
The science relating to the study of the earth’s
crust, rocks, minerals and strata.

Green Belt

An area of land, designated in Development Plans,
whose primary purpose is to curb the outward
expansion of a large urban area and within which
development is strictly controlled.

Greensand Project

A partnership project including local authorities,
wildlife trust and local interests to protect,
promote and enhance nature conservation, the
historic landscape and public access within a
defined area in the eastern part of the Bedfordshire
Greensand Natural Area.

Habitat
The place in which a species lives.

Hedgerow Regulations

The Hedgerow Regulations 1997 provide
protection to hedgerows which qualify as important
against specified historic and archaeological and
wildlife and landscape criteria.

Horsiculture

Land in use for horse grazing, usually in close
proximity to urban development, where landscape
character has been impaired due to poor standards
of land management, declining landscape features
and the introduction of fencing and other features
which are not characteristic of the locality.

Intensive Agriculture

A term generally used to signify the use of high
input, high output crop and livestock husbandry
systems in order to produce the optimum possible
economic return from the available land. Intensive
agriculture involves high use of fertilisers,
agrochemicals and mechanisation.

Landform
The combination of slope and elevation which
defines the shape and form of a land surface.

Landscape Character

A distinct, consistent and recognisable pattern of
landscape elements that combine to create the
distinctive character of an area.

Landscape Character Assessment

The process of identifying areas of similar landscape
character and of mapping and classifying them and
describing their character.

Landscape Character Zones

A geographic area of Buckinghamshire with a
consistent landscape character as identified in
this plan.



Landscape Element

The individual components which make up the
landscape, e.g. woodland, hedgerows, rivers,
buildings etc.

Landscape Feature
A landscape element which is particularly
prominent or important in a landscape.

Landscape Pattern

A distinctive arrangement of landscape elements
which may be important as a determinant of the
landscape character of an area, e.g. the pattern of
hedgerows.

Listed Buildings

Buildings of special architectural or historical
interest, recorded on lists compiled by the
Secretary of State for National Heritage. These are
graded |, II* or Il to reflect their relative importance
and permission is required for works which may
affect their character or appearance.

Local Agenda 21

Partnerships of local people, communities and
organisations to achieve Agenda 21 at the local
level. Agenda 21 is an action plan for the 21st
Century endorsed at the Earth Summit in 1992
(United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development held in Rio Janeiro). Agenda 21 sets
out how we can meet the needs of communities
today, whilst improving the quality of life and
safeguarding the environment for future
generations.

Local Landscape Area (LLA)

An area of Buckinghamshire which has been
designated in recognition of its landscape value at a
District level. The areas and boundaries are defined
in the Local Plans prepared by the District
Councils. NB. Alternative names may be used for
example LLAs in Chiltern District are known as
Locally Important Landscape Areas.

Local Nature Reserve (LNR)

A statutory term denoting an area of land
designated under the National Parks and Access to
the Countryside Act 1949 as being of importance
for nature conservation and where public
understanding and enjoyment of nature
conservation is actively promoted.

Local Plan
See development plans.

Off Site Planting

Planting carried out on land adjacent or near to
a development for the purposes of landscape
integration and screening purposes.

On Site Planting

Planting carried out within the boundaries of a
development for the purposes of landscape
integration and screening purposes.

Planning Policy Guidance Notes (PPG)
Documents issued by the Department of
Environment setting out the Government’s policy
guidance on various planning issues - such as
housing, employment, shopping, tourism etc.

Ridge and Furrow

A distinctive pattern of low ridges and furrows
seen in pasture.A relic of medieval farming
practice.

Scarp
See escarpment.

Set - Aside
The practice of temporarily or permanently
removing arable farmland from agricultural

production in order to reduce unwanted surpluses.

Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM)

An archaeological site which has specific legal

protection under the provision of the Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological Area Act 1979.

SERPLAN

(The London and South East Regional Planning
Conference) An organisation comprising
representatives of local authorities in London and
the South East Region which gives advice on
regional planning and transportation issues.

Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)

A statutory term denoting an area of land notified
under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as
amended) as being of special nature conservation
interest. SSSlIs include wildlife habitats, geological
features and landforms.

Site of Importance for Nature Conservation
(SINC)

A non-statutory term for sites in Buckinghamshire
that are considered as being of county importance
for their wildlife and/or geological features and
landforms.
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Structure Plan
See development plans.

Sub-urbanisation

The introduction into the landscape of urban land
uses and elements which erode rural characteristics
and local distinctiveness to create a suburban
character.

Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG)
Information (often in the form of policies or
standards) that supplements the approved
Development Plan. The guidance is only adopted
following public consultation which gives the
guidance additional weight in decision-making,
although not to the same extent as the approved
Development Plan.

Sustainable Development

Development that meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs.

Tree Felling Licence

Licence required under the Forestry Act 1967 to
be obtained from the Forestry Authority for
specified felling operations.

Tree Preservation Order (TPO)

An order made by a District Council under the
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 which
protects trees and woodlands from wilful damage
and/or destruction and aims to prevent felling,
lopping or uprooting of trees without consent.
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Map 1
Landscape Character and Designations

All designations are subject to change and correct as of September 2000.
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Map 2 Character Areas and Buckinghamshire
Landscape Character Zones

Landscape Character and Administrative Boundaries

88 Bedfordshire and Cambridgeshire Claylands

I:I Valley Farmlands - Z|1
[ ] ClaylandVillages - 22

90 Bedfordshire and Greensand Ridge

- Greensand Ridge - Z3

91 Yardley-Whittlewood Ridge

[ ] Whitdewood Ridge - Z4
108 Upper Thames Clay Vales

I:I Northern Clay Vale - Z5
B southern ClayVale - Z6

109 Midvale Ridge

[  Midvale Ridges - 27

1 10 Chilterns

scarpment and Foothills - Z8

River Valleys - Z9

Incised Dip Slope - Z10
I 15 Thames Valley

Valley Floodplain - Z1 |
Colne Valley - Z12
Wooded Plateau - Z13

Parish Boundary

District Boundary

Metropolitan Green Belt

Wycombe

. This map is based upon Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on
0 I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 I O M | Ies behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised
m reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.
Buckinghamshire County Council Licence No. 076481 2000.




0O NOUT A WDN —

VU bDABDNDDADMDAMADIRAMDIDNMAWWWWWWWWWWUWNDNDNNNNDNNNDNDNN——— — — — — — — — 9
U A WN—O VONOOUIRNWN—O VONOOUTAWN—OVONODUIAWN—OVOODONOUINAWND—O
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Buckingham
Addington
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Akeley

Ashendon

Aston Abbotts
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Barton Hartshorn
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Drayton Parslow
Dunton

East Claydon
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Edlesborough
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Hoggeston
Hogshaw

Hulcott

Ickford

Ivinghoe

Kingsey

Kingswood
Leckhampstead
Lillingstone Dayrell
Lillingstone Lovell
Little Horwood
Long Crendon
Lower Winchendon

57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
8l
82
83
84
85
86

87
88
89
90
9l
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
11

Ludgershall
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Mursley
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Newton Longville
North Marston
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Padbury
Pitchcott
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Poundon

Preston Bissett
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Radclive-cum-Chackmore
Shabbington
Shalstone

Slapton

Soulbury

Steeple Claydon
Stewkley

Stoke Hammond
Stoke Mandeville
Stone & Bishopstone
& Hartwell
Stowe
Swanbourne
Thornborough
Thornton
Tingewick
Turweston
Twyford

Upper Winchendon
Waddesdon
Water Stratford
Weedon
Wendover
Westbury
Westcott
Weston Turville
Whaddon
Whitchurch
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Winslow
Woodham
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Ashley Green
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Chartridge
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Cholesbury-cum-St-
Leonards

Coleshill

Great Missenden
Latimer

Little Missenden
Penn

Seer Green

The Lee
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Burnham

Denham

Dorney

Farnham Royal
Fulmer

Gerrards Cross
Hedgerley

Stoke Poges

Taplow

Wexham

High Wycombe unparished
Marlow
Bledlow-cum-Saunderton
Bradenham
Chepping Wycombe
Downley
Ellesborough
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Great & Little Kimble
Great Marlow
Hambledon
Hazlemere
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Hughenden

Ibstone

Lacey Green

Lane End

Little Marlow
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Medmenham
Piddington & Wheeler End
Princes Risborough
Radnage
Stokenchurch
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Wooburn

Iver



Map 3
Landscape Character beyond the County Boundary

All landscape character boundaries correct as of September 2000.
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Character Areas and Buckinghamshire
Landscape Character Zones

88 Bedfordshire and Cambridgeshire Claylands
Valley Farmlands - Z|

|:| Clayland Villages - Z2

90 Bedfordshire and Greensand Ridge
Greensand Ridge - Z3

91 Yardley-Whittlewood Ridge

|:| Whittlewood Ridge - Z4

108 Upper Thames Clay Vales
Northern Clay Vale - Z5

il

Southern Clay Vale - Z6

109 Midvale Ridge
Midvale Ridges - Z7

I 10 Chilterns

Escarpment and Foothills - Z8
River Valleys - Z9
Incised Dip Slope - Z10

The Chilterns - see Explanatory Note
15 Thames Valley
Valley Floodplain - Z1I |

Colne Valley - Z12

Wooded Plateau - Z13

Please refer to Map 3 Explanatory Note
and Table 3 which follow.

This map is based upon Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on
behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised
reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.
Buckinghamshire County Council Licence No. 076481 2000.



Changes in landscape character rarely coincide
with administrative boundaries, hence the landscape
character identified within the county can be
expected to extend into neighbouring areas.

With the exception of the London Borough of
Hillingdon all areas adjoining the county have been
the subject of a landscape character assessment
and/or a landscape “plan” prepared at either
county or district level during the 1990s. Although
the Countryside Commission (24, 25) and more
recently the Countryside Agency (23) issued
guidance during this period, methodologies

have been developing and there has been no
standardised approach. Further, the level of detail
applied differs between the county and district
assessments whilst others simply reflect or refine
the Character Areas identified by the Character
of England map (18) with little or no further
subdivision. Different approaches have also been
taken to the delineation of character boundaries.

Under these circumstances a “perfect fit” with
landscape character assessments across the county
boundary is unlikely. Nevertheless, Map 3 shows

a general conformity and the continuation of the
broad characters identified by the Character of
England map is demonstrated.

There is insufficient space here to document fully
the character descriptions attributed to adjoining
areas. Map 3 shows the documented landscape
characters beyond the county boundary whilst
Table 3 provides a basic reference to aid
interpretation.

The following should be taken into account in the
use of Map 3.

I Landscape character is shown up to 3 miles
from the boundary of Buckinghamshire for

those administrative areas bounding the county
where a landscape character assessment has
been carried out.

Where a continuation/overall conformity

of landscape character and landscape character
descriptions is apparent across the county
boundary the areas identified in the
assessments of adjoining areas have been
shown in the same colour as the landscape
character zone in Buckinghamshire.

An additional colour has been used to reflect
the continuation of the landscape character of
the Chilterns Character Area into adjoining
areas where the level of subdivision of the
Chilterns landscape is to either a greater or
lesser detail than in the Buckinghamshire
assessment.

All other character areas beyond the county
boundary are shown in a uniform pink colour.

A number of assessments of adjoining areas
have excluded urban areas in the mapping
process. These are identified on Map 3.

The landscape assessment carried out for
Berkshire predates the creation of unitary
authorities whose boundaries are shown on
Map 3.

To aid cross reference to the landscape
character assessments of adjoining areas
the areas of landscape character beyond the
county boundary have been allocated a
reference number on Map 3 and a key is
provided. NB.The reference numbering
used is unique to Map 3.



Key to Map 3 - Areas of Landscape Character beyond the County Boundary.

Northamptonshire County Council

NOI
NO2
NO3
NO4

The Western Uplands
The Upper Valleys
Whittlewood Forest
The Eastern Fringes

Milton Keynes Council

MK Ouse Valley

MK2  Shenley Claylands
MK3  Clayland Fringes
MK4

Brickhills Ridge

Bedfordshire County Council

BEI
BE2
BE3
BE4
BES

Greensand Ridge
Watling Street Crescent
Southern Clay Vale
North Luton Hills
Chiltern Uplands

Hertfordshire County Council

HEI

The Central River Valleys

HE2
HE3

The Chilterns
The Northern Vale Salients

Royal County of Berkshire

BK1
BK2
BK3
BK4

South Oxfordshire District Council

SOl
SO2
SO3
SO4
SO5
SO6
SO7

The Kennet & Loddon Valleys & Reading

The Thames Woodland
The Clay Vales

The Lower Thames Floodplain

Oxford Heights

The Clay Vale

Eastern Vale Fringes
Chilterns Escarpment
Chilterns Ridges and Valleys

Chilterns Plateau with Valleys

Thames Valley and Fringes

Cherwell District Council
Oxfordshire Estate Farmlands

CHI
CH2

Table 3: Landscape Character beyond the County Boundary

Otmoor Lowlands

' ™
Authority Plan/Strategy Date | Methodology Characterisation Number of
“Character Areas”
Bounding
Buckinghamshire
Northhamptonshire | A Landscape Strategy | 1997 | Relates to 1992 landscape | County divided into 9 Landscape | Three
County Council for Northamptonshire character assessment by Character Units defining the
35) Cobham Resource landscape at a more local scale
Consultants based on than the 6 Landscape Character
Countryside Commission | Areas identified by the
mehodology (24, 42) Countryside Commission in the
‘Character Map of England’ (18)
Milton Keynes Milton Keynes 1999 | Follows guidance of Rural area of District divided
Council Landscape Character Countryside Commision into 7 Character Areas Three
Study (36) 1993 (25) Countryside
Agency (23)
Bedfordshire County | A Rural Strategy for 1996 | Not stated County divided into 10
Council Bedfordshire (37) Landscape Areas Four
Hertfordshire County| A Landscape Strategy | 1997 | Interpretation of the County divided into 6
Council for Hertfordshire (38) Countryside Commission’s | Landscape Regions relating to Three
‘Character Map of England’ | the Character Areas identified
(18) by the Countryside
Commission’s ‘Character
Map of England’ (18)
London Borough of | None As per ‘Character
Hillingdon Map of England’ (18)
Royal County of A Landscape Strategy | 1995 | Not stated County divided into 9 Landscape | Two
Berkshire for Berkshire (39) Character Areas
South Oxfordshire South Oxfordshire 1998 | Countryside Commission | District divided into || Five
District Council Landscape Assessment methodology 1993 (25) Landscape Character Areas
(40)
Cherwell District Cherwell District 1995 | Countryside Commission | District divided into 8 Landscape | Two
Council Landscape Assessment methodology 1993 (25) Character Areas
@1
\. J




Map 4

Geology of Buckinghamshire

(Simplified)

Boulder Clay

Oxford Clay

Ampthill Clay
Kimmeridge Clay

Plateau Gravel, Chalk Gap
Gravel, Glacial Gravel

Brickearth River Gravels

Cornbrash

Lower Greensand

Portland Beds
Purbeck Beds

Upper Lias Clay
Great Oolite Clay

Gault and Upper Greensand
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Lower Chalk

Middle Chalk

Upper Chalk
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London Clay
Reading Beds

Pebbly Clay and Sand
Clay with Flints
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f) Local distinctiveness will be reflected in
the siting and design of appropriate new
development and in new landscape elements;

g) Economic and environmentally sustainable
agriculture is practical everywhere facilitated
by targeted grant schemes where necessary;

h) Encouragement will be given to the
production and consumption of traditional
local produce;

i) Characteristic field patterns and boundary
features will be maintained and enhanced;

j) Hedgerow regulations will be actively
enforced and hedgerow planting will
exceed hedgerow loss;

k) Woodland resources will be actively and
economically managed for long term
sustainability, ecological vibrancy and the
supply of produce for a local market;

[) Woodland planting will continue with
better targeting based on a strategic
landscape approach;

m) The landscape importance of water
features will be recognised for their amenity
and recreational value and provided for by
land use development at all scales;

n) Historically important landscapes and
features will be recognised for their intrinsic
value, and will be the subject of targeting of
grant to ensure enhancement, interpretation
and enjoyment of the public;

o) Suburbanisation will be resisted with the
intrusion of visible infrastructure (signs,
lighting, transport networks, communications
masts etc.) kept to a minimum;

p) Built developments will harmonise with
their landscape setting, respect local
distinctiveness in settlement patterns and
reflect local traditions in architecture using
locally sourced materials wherever possible;

q) Increased public understanding and direct
practical involvement in landscape related
issues will become more common place;

97
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r) Organisations and individuals will work
together to achieve the vision.

Part 2 of the Landscape Plan sets out aims

and action points which together provide a
framework for working towards the vision.
The framework must incorporate flexibility and
enable action to be determined in the context
of individual partners.Thus the action points,
with a number of exceptions, are deliberately
general in nature and do not relate to specific
landscapes, nevertheless, all are intended to:

Encourage adoption and retention of
good practice

Guide plan and programme making
Foster new initiatives and partnerships
Facilitate effective use of existing and new
resources

The seven aims are as follows:

Conserve and manage existing landscape

diversity to maintain landscape character

and identity including the creation of new
landscape features where appropriate.

Ensure landscape interests are a major
consideration at all stages of the Town
and Country planning process.

Promote the protection and enhancement of
special landscapes."

Enhance degraded landscapes and reduce the
impact of intrusive elements.

Promote wide public understanding and
enjoyment of the landscape.

Promote a partnership approach to landscape
conservation, enhancement and management.

Develop a geographical database of landscape
information which enables landscape change to
be monitored.

1 “Special landscapes” refers to designated landscapes

(see paras 21-27) and other landscapes with specific interest,
for example historic landscape features, patterns and
associations, which may or may not be afforded protection
by other designations. See also Part 2.



Stowe

I

2 Claydon House

3 Ascott House

4 Mentmore Towers

5 Wotton Underwood
6 Waddesdon Manor
7 Ethrope Park

8 Hartwell House

9 Halton House

10 Chequers

I Chenies Place (VWoodside)
12 Latimer Park

13 Shardeloes

14 Hughenden

15 West Wycombe Park
16 Wycombe Abbey

17 Milton’s Cottage

18 Denham Place

19 Bulstrode Park

20 Hall Barn

21 Hedsor House

22 Harleyford

23 Fawley Court and Temple Island
24 Cliveden

25 Taplow Court

26 Berry Hill

27 Nashdom Abbey

28 Huntercombe Manor
29 Stoke Park

30 Stoke Poges Gardens of Remembrance
31 Langley Park

32 Dropmore

33 Bradenham Manor
34 Missenden Abbey

NB Numbering relates to Map |

Grade | - Parks and gardens which by reason of
their historic layout, features and architectural
ornaments considered together make them of
exceptional interest

Grade II* - Parks and gardens which by reason of
their historic layout, features of architectural

I National Trust
Il National Trust
II* National Trust

| National Trust

] National Trust
| National Trust

| National Trust

Il Buckinghamshire County Council

ornaments considered together make them not of
exceptional interest nevertheless of great quality.

Grade Il - Parks and gardens which by reason of
their historic layout, features and architectural
ornaments considered together make them of
special interest
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B3

B4

B5

A range of physical and human influences
have created the Buckinghamshire landscape
we see today. The rich and diverse landscape
is the result of centuries of human influence.
For instance, a typical view may contain a
winding lane of medieval or possibly
prehistoric origin, a medieval church tower,
hedgerows which are probably 18th century
but possibly much earlier; and hedgerow trees
planted by a Victorian farmer. The survival of
these features to the present day gives us

an idea of not only the activity, desires and
needs of their creators, but also those of
subsequent inhabitants who, with or without
intention, enabled their survival.

In the past, man’s limited ability to adapt the
environment led to a strong correlation
between landscape features and physical
features such as slope, soils and water. This is
a major reason for the variety of distinctive
landscapes in the county. The combinations
and patterns of historic landscape features
are very important to the identification of
landscape character.

It is therefore important we understand
how the landscape evolved. Past human
influence through activities such as
agriculture, transport and settlement are
considered below along with current
influences and trends. Further information
on the development of the Buckinghamshire
landscape is included in the ‘Buckinghamshire
Archaeological Management Plan’ (12).

The wide variety of distinctive landscapes in
Buckinghamshire show a strong relationship
with their underlying geology and resulting
soils. The geology can be grouped into four
main areas associated with bands of rock
lying diagonally across the county from
south-west to north-east (as illustrated in
Map 4).

In the north of the county in the Ouse valley
and catchment area, the underlying rock is
oolitic limestone and cornbrash. Although
this is an extension of the Cotswold geology,
much of it is overlain with boulder clay
and interspersed with sand, marl and
rubble, producing a wide variety of soils.

The landscape comprises a shallow poorly

Bé6

B7

B8

B9

defined valley and a meandering river in a
narrow flood plain running through a gently
undulating clay plateau.

To the south are the heavy clays.The
Kimmeridge clays form the basis of

the Vale of Aylesbury. The Oxford clay is
overlain with glacial drift and boulder clay,
producing low, rounded hills and broad vales.
In some places it is overlain by the Portland,
Purbeck beds or Greensand to form the hills
of the Midvale Ridge and the free draining
soils of the Greensand Ridge. Gault, a stiff
calcareous clay forms a band along the base
of the Chiltern scarp.The River Thame
cutting through the Midvale Ridge is the
only river. Elsewhere the clay is drained via
numerous meandering streams and ditches.

Chalk forms the foundation of the south

of the county.The Chiltern scarp, running
from south-west to north-east, rises up to
circa 180m above the Vale of Aylesbury.

The plateau behind the scarp slopes gently
towards the south east. More than a third is
covered with plateau drift and clay-with-flints.
Erosion has cut deeply into the plateau
producing narrow, steep-sided valleys often
with gradients of one in five. Rivers and
streams are notably absent from most of the
free draining chalk.

In the far south of the county on the
Burnham Plateau and in the Thames and
Colne valleys the chalk is covered by the
Reading beds and London clays. These have
been inextricably mixed with glacial and river
gravels. The result is a very wide range of
soils, gravels, sands and brickearths, in a
landscape of shallow valleys and a gently
sloping plateau.

Climate including glaciation has undoubtedly
been a key influence in defining the county’s
landform and vegetation. Current climatic
trends and their impact on the landscape are
difficult to assess because of the time needed
to ensure that there is a real change rather
than just a short term variation. In landscape
terms, monitoring changes in vegetation and
habitats is the most valuable way of assessing
any long term impact.



Beech woodland is characteristic of the Chilterns

Human Influence on the landscape

Woodlands and Trees

B10 The first vegetation to colonise after the

Bl

last ice-age, was tundra.As the climate
warmed woodland of hazel, oak, elm, lime and
beech developed across the county. This
natural, uynmanaged woodland is known as
“wild wood”. The first true farmers of around
4,000 years ago started to have a permanent
impact on this wild landscape. By the end of
the iron age about 2,000 years later it is
possible that population growth and the need
for fuel for smelting had resulted in no “wild
wood” being left. By the Roman period all
the indications are that the large tracts of
woodland had been removed leaving a
predominantly agricultural landscape with
smaller areas of managed woodland.

Woodland throughout the subsequent
centuries has been managed to provide for
human needs, often in the form of coppice
with standards.The Royal Hunting Forests of
Bernwood, Whittlewood and Windsor were
established during the medieval period as
large tracts of land for the preservation of
the beasts of the Chase, where the King
alone might hunt. They appear to have been
located in areas which had remained well
wooded. They were not designed landscapes

© Roy Foreman
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nor were they continuous woodland but they
would have been well wooded with areas of
rough grassland and arable farming.Whaddon
Chase was a similar area granted to a

valued subject to hunt. Map 5 shows the
approximate location of medieval hunting
forests and chase. Elsewhere there were
common woods such as Penn Wood.

Woodland cover was probably at its lowest
level after World War . Since then acreage
has increased with the help of Government
support. Until recently, expansion was driven
mainly by a desire

to increase timber production to reduce
dependency on imports. Environmental
damage sometimes followed, with poorly
designed forests marring the landscape or
giving insufficient consideration to wildlife.
The latest incentives aim to encourage
multipurpose forestry ensuring landscape,
wildlife, water, archaeological and recreational
interests are all given full consideration.
Commitment to the sustainable management
of woodland and a steady expansion of tree
cover is clearly established in national
forestry policy (28).

Woodland is an important element in the
landscape character of much of the county.
Today it represents approximately 10% (7) of
the land area, which is more than the English
average of 7%.The woodland is not evenly
distributed. In the north woodland is largely
concentrated in the ancient Forests and
Chases and the Brickhills. Substantial areas
of woodland in the south are found in the
Chilterns and the Burnham plateau.

The County Council’s records show that
approximately 46% of Buckinghamshire’s
woodland is on ancient woodland sites; that is
sites that have been continuously wooded
since 1600 AD or before. Over half has been
continuously covered in native trees and
shrubs and is known as ancient semi-natural
woodland, representing approximately a
quarter of all the woodland and well above
the British average of 15%.The majority of
this woodland is in the Chilterns or on the
Burnham plateau.

Traditionally, woodlands were managed not
only for a wide range of woodland products
but also for other uses including hunting and
wood pasture. Woodland products were used
to meet local needs and sold further afield
for example firewood to London and oak for
shipbuilding. The Chilterns beechwoods were
planted to provide timber for the furniture

23



24

Bl6

B17

BI8

BI9

industry. A well managed wood is a
permanent and sustainable feature in the
landscape and management practices such as
coppicing tend to have associated animal
and plant communities which create habitat
diversity and greater visual interest.

In 1982 it was estimated that over half
Buckinghamshire’s woodlands were
unmanaged. Since then a concerted effort
has reduced this to approximately a third.
The reasons for neglect are complex. Ways
to combat them are addressed in the
‘Woodland Management and Marketing
Strategy for Buckinghamshire’ (29).

Coniferous woodland cover in the county
more than doubled between 1924 and 1980,
coinciding with a significant reduction in the
area of managed coppice. Surveys indicate
that the majority of broad-leaved trees in
woodland are of the older age classes, posing
a serious threat to their long-term well being.
This is of particular concern in the Chilterns
where many beech woodlands were
established over 100 years ago.

A comparison of aerial photographs from
1947 and 1985 for the old county area

indicated over a |% sample that isolated trees

and clumps have declined by 50% since 1947
(7). The reduction can to some extent be
explained by Dutch elm disease and

changes in farming practice.

Dutch elm disease killed hundreds of
thousands of mature elms in the 1970’s.
Since then small trees have regenerated from
suckers, some have now reached 4-6 metres
and are becoming important features in the
landscape. Unfortunately at this size the
trees are again becoming susceptible to

the disease and many are dying.

Ridge and furrow at Ford (Z7)

B20 Ash trees, which account for about 20% of all

isolated trees, are in particularly poor health,
most notably in north Buckinghamshire due
to the increase in ash die-back. This seems to
be related to changes from pastoral to arable
farming, a series of dry summers and disease
taking advantage of weakened trees.

Agricultural Practice

B2l

B22

In 1998 (30) agriculture amounted to
approximately 84% of the land use in the
new Buckinghamshire based on agricultural
census 1987-97,in comparison with a
national average of circa 81%.The current
landscape reflects different agricultural
practices of the past and present. This
includes field patterns and ridge and furrow
and landscape features such as hedges,
meadows, commons, orchards and ponds,
with their associated wide diversity of flora
and fauna.

The earliest fields were small, irregular and
bounded by hedges, fences or occasionally
walls. During the medieval period agriculture
moved to the open or common field system,
where large fields were divided up into
furlongs and strips. It is doubtful that any
pre-medieval fields survive.The end of the
open field system and the beginning of the
enclosure of land began in the mid 15th
century, but was not complete until the
Victorian period. Enclosure created a
landscape of straight hedgerows, roads with
broad grass verges and isolated farmsteads.
Many of the hedges created still exist today.
In the Chilterns change was more piecemeal,
leaving more of the Anglo-Saxon landscape
intact, including large areas of common land.

© Roy Foreman
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Commons originated in the Middle Ages
when many manors had an area of
unenclosed land from which freeholders had
the right to graze or take natural produce.
Many have since been lost but a substantial
number remain protected by registration
under the Commons Registration Act of
1965. In Buckinghamshire there are 264
commons of over | hectare (2.5 acres)
totalling 1058 hectares (2614 acres).The
importance of commons in the landscape

is for historic interest, accessibility and the
visual interest often provided by a matrix
of habitats. Good examples include Brill
Common with its fine views, the woodlands
of Burnham Beeches and the commons at
Naphill and at Hawridge and Cholesbury.

Brill Windmill and Common (Z7)

B24
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Since World War |l there has been a national
trend towards maximising agricultural
production. In north Buckinghamshire, fields
have been ploughed for the first time since
the late I5th century destroying most of the
county’s medieval ridge and furrow and many
deserted settlement sites. New crops, large
machines and pesticides have dramatically
increased production but have an impact on
the landscape. Hedgerows have been
removed to enable large machines to work
more efficiently. Wet meadows have been
drained and ploughed. The application of
herbicides and fertilisers also affects the
species composition of woodlands, streams
and road verges outside the agricultural area.
The bright colour and texture of new crops
such as oil seed rape may have a dramatic
local impact on the landscape, albeit for a few
months of the year.

The majority of landscape features do not
have any statutory protection. It is often only
when they disappear that their importance to
landscape character is fully appreciated. This
has certainly been the case with the loss of
elms to Dutch elm disease and the removal

© Buckinghamshire County Council
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of hedgerows for farming. Hedgerows are not
only removed by grubbing up, more disappear
due to inappropriate, or lack of management.
The introduction of the Hedgerow
Regulations 1997 has brought protection to
many hedgerows but there is no
accompanying obligation to carry out
appropriate management. More evidence of
overcutting of hedgerows is seen in the
county than lack of management.

Recordable changes in the Buckinghamshire
landscape include a 30% loss of hedgerows
and a 64% reduction in farm ponds between
1947 and 1985. (Figures apply to the area of
old Buckinghamshire).Verges in arable areas
also showed a marked drop in the diversity of
species. The ‘Countryside Survey 1990’ (31)
demonstrated that nationally there was not
only a reduction in landscape features but
also a marked drop in quality in terms of the
diversity of species. This was particularly
notable in semi-improved grassland, arable
fields, and woodland. The Survey brought
national attention to the recordable decline
in landscape features and the diversity of
plant species.

Changes in agriculture have also meant that
orchards of cherry, plum and apple which
were once common south of Aylesbury were
reduced by over 90% between 1938 and 1994
and are continuing to disappear. The County
Council’s ‘Survey of Orchards in Southern
Buckinghamshire’ (32) revealed a 39% loss in
orchards between 1975 and 1995 in one of
the areas previously most important for fruit
production. The condition of those remaining
orchards is generally poor.

The picture of loss of landscape features

and decline in the condition of those that
remain is alarming in that it has a direct
impact on the character and quality of the
county’s landscape. The effect of the loss

or deterioration of landscape features is
considered in more detail in Section 2 and by
the Landscape Character Zone descriptions
in Section 3.

Since the early 1980’s policies both nationally
and through the European Union Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP), have been slowly
adjusted to give a higher priority to
environmental concerns.This has included
both the tightening of regulations and a
variety of compensation schemes, such as set-
aside, which takes land out of productive use
for a specified time.
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B30 Other measures and MAFF conservation

B3I

grants for farmers aim to conserve, enhance
and restore landscape and wildlife value along
with more diverse objectives to ensure
uncontaminated water supplies and promote
organic farming. For example, Countryside
Stewardship initiated as a pilot scheme in
1991, encourages the restoration and
conservation of landscape features along with
the improvement of habitats and increased
public access. In early 2000 there were circa
I55 current schemes in the old county area,
focusing on chalk and limestone grassland,
lowland heath, waterside landscapes,
hedgerows and historic parkland.

The current trend (21) suggests European
Union policy will continue towards a closer
integration of environmental and agricultural
policy which should benefit the county’s
landscape.

Transport and Infrastructure

B32 The best known prehistoric road in
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Buckinghamshire is the Icknield Way which
follows the Chiltern scarp, the route of which
can still be traced in sections of the B4009
and A4010. Many historic trackways survive
as relic “holloways” particularly along the
Chilterns scarp. We still use the straight
Roman road of Akeman Street (A41) although
little, apart from the alignment, remains. After
the Romans the condition of roads declined
until the late 18th century when the

turnpike system was introduced to cope

with increased demand for travel and
transportation. The road system was
improved vastly in the following century

with the introduction of macadam.

The Grand Union Canal was complete by
1800, connecting London with Birmingham,
crossing the north-east of the county. Arms
off the canal were built to Slough and several
of the county’s northern towns.The canal
added new features to the landscape including
locks, bridges and aqueducts. Much of the
canal and associated features remain today.

It is now seen as an asset to the landscape.
The scale is unobtrusive and the associated
vibrant features of brightly painted narrow
boats, hump back bridges and locks add
colour and vitality to the landscape.

Victorian industrialisation was limited in
Buckinghamshire but the railway came early.
By 1914 nowhere was more than five miles
from a railway station. More new features
appeared in the landscape including cuttings,

embankments and bridges. Many of the
railway lines in the north have closed and can

now be traced as a line of scrubby vegetation.

Those that remain have fairly limited impact,
except in the sensitive, small valleys of the
Chilterns. However, the electrification of the
main line to London on the east of the
county has made it more visually intrusive.
Locally station car parks, lighting and noise
impact on the countryside.

The Grand Union Canal at Marsworth (Z6)
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The strategic need for good road borne
transport links and the congestion caused by
the increasing popularity of the car after 1945
led to the creation of the motorway network
and the construction of bypasses. The M40,
M4, and M25 motorways cross the county
creating significant visual intrusion, often
associated as much with elevated junctions,
lighting, gantries and service areas as the road
itself. Widening is likely to increase their
landscape impact. Improvements to the rest
of the road network have also been intrusive.
Hedges and trees have been removed to
allow for bypasses, road widening, signage and
lighting. Traffic itself has a visual impact on the
surrounding countryside. In the more rural
areas minor road improvements, such as the
use of concrete kerbs can have a significant
urbanising effect.

Road building is unlikely to continue at
its recent rate. However some road
development is likely to continue in the
form of bypasses and measures to
improve road safety.

National grid pylon lines have a marked
impact on the landscape, particularly when
they cross the horizon. Their huge size
dominates landform and natural features.
The sagging cables depress the natural
positive curves of landform and the
uniformity of lines across the countryside
reduces local distinctiveness. Large

© Roy Foreman
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concentrations of pylon lines occur to the
north of Aylesbury, near Verney Junction

and at New Denham, where lines converge at
a switching stations. Once pylon lines are
constructed there are limited opportunities
to reduce their impact. The cables can be

put underground but this is very expensive.
Woodland planting, although not possible
close to the lines, may in time be effective
from particular viewpoints.

Other masts and towers have a localised
impact or may be widely visible in the
landscape. The tall mast on the Chiltern scarp
near Stokenchurch is widely visible from the
Vale of Aylesbury. Masts for mobile phones
are proliferating. Although smaller they are
intrusive due to their tendency to

be located on high ground and often in the
remotest rural areas.VVater towers are

also significant local features.

Mineral Extraction and Waste
Management

B39
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Since very early times man has used the
county’s mineral resources. Early workings
were small and most have little impact on the
landscape today, others are more prominent
for example the clay pits at Brill and the so
called “flint mines” at Pitstone Hill. By the
Victorian period clay extraction had increased
to create large brick pits at Calvert and
Newton Longville.

Extraction expanded in the 20th century so
that until recently Buckinghamshire produced
large volumes of clay, chalk, sand and gravel.
Chalk working has now largely ceased,
although an old excavation has recently been
reactivated. Use of the brick clay is now
limited to two small works in the Chilterns,
producing high quality bricks. Sand and gravel
workings occur in the valleys of the Thames
and Colne and close to Beaconsfield. The
workings have a significant impact in the
sensitive landscape of the valley bottoms.

The large voids left by extraction are not
dominant features in the landscape of the
county as a whole but may be of local
significance, e.g. the void at Pitstone is
particularly intrusive in views from the
Chiltern scarp. Some of the most visually
degraded land is associated with past
mineral working. This is supported by the
Department of the Environment’s 1993
‘Derelict Land Survey’ (33) which recorded

B42

that 76% of the derelict land in the new
county area was the result of former
mineral workings.

Since 1947 around 2,130 hectares (5,300
acres) of land in the ‘new’ county area have
been or are in the process of being worked
for minerals. A further 570 hectares (1,400
acres) has permission for or is committed to
mineral extraction. The majority is for sand
and gravel works in south Buckinghamshire. In
landscape terms mineral extraction will be of
considerable future concern.

Mineral extraction
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Some voids have been restored by creating
lakes for recreation and nature conservation
benefit. The landscape impact varies from
producing positive features in a landscape
generally devoid of large water bodies, to stiff
harsh features which sit uncomfortably in
their surroundings. The large lakes with
straight sides and little planting beside the
Thames are poorly integrated into the
surrounding landscape. In contrast the Eton
Rowing Course although very linear includes
an extensive landscape scheme.

Potentially landfill of voids enables sites to be
restored to their original condition or to
make an enhanced contribution to the
landscape. Historically landfill sites were
often restored to poor quality agricultural
land which retains a disturbed character due
to poor grass cover and ponding caused by
poor drainage and settlement. Today the
requirements of planning consents are more
stringent and landfilling technology is more
advanced leading to higher standards of
restoration and the provision of measures
to control landfill gases which may require
residual infrastructure and buildings.

In addition measures to control landfill gases
require residual infrastructure and buildings.

© Buckinghamshire County Council
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Landfill operations are now carefully
controlled to minimise intrusion in the
countryside, however, some temporary
impact is difficult to avoid.

It is estimated that voids available for landfill
in the south-east of England will be exhausted
by 2010. As suitable landfill sites become
more scarce there are likely to be planning
applications for incinerators which will also
generate power.Waste management in
whatever form it takes will continue to have
implications for the landscape.

Remnants of forts on high ground are the
most conspicuous relics of man’s prehistoric
settlement. However, crop markings in the
Ouse and Thames valleys suggest that these
were the most inhabited areas but
subsequent human activity has been greater
so less evidence remains. Scatters of Roman
occupational debris have been found in
almost every parish in the county. By
Domesday (1086) it is clear that the most
densely populated parts of the county were
north of the Chilterns scarp and in the
Thames and Colne valleys. It is likely that all
the towns and villages we see today were
established by the end of the | Ith century
but the maximum number of inhabitants
would have been about 500.

The population continued to grow until the
late medieval period when over 60 villages
were deserted, mostly in the northern half
of the county.This is attributed to a
combination of factors including the Black
Death and enclosure. Evidence of these
settlements can still be seen in the landscape.
The next major change in population
occurred during the Victorian period when
the population almost doubled between 1801
and 1901.Towns in the south showed no real
expansion until the establishment of
commuter lines out of London in the 1890’.
It was not until 1914 that more people lived
in the south than the north of the county.

In January 1967 circa 8900 hectares (21,900
acres) in north Buckinghamshire adjacent to
the M| and the main London-Birmingham
railway line were designated for the new city
of Milton Keynes.The layout of the city was
developed on a |km grid which responds to
variations in topography.Within the city the
river Ouzel landscape has been conserved as
a park and several archaeological sites have
been preserved and interpreted. Over 20
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million trees and shrubs have been planted
creating a new and distinct urban landscape.
Milton Keynes is now outside and just to
the north of the administrative area of
Buckinghamshire. The proximity of the

city (which is amongst the fastest growing
urban areas in the UK) with a population in
the designated area of 172,500 in April 2000
will continue to exert recreational and other
pressures on the landscape of
Buckinghamshire.

A CPRE study (34) estimates that

between 1945 and 1990 the urban area of
Buckinghamshire doubled. Much of this
growth was concentrated on Milton Keynes
and other existing towns. Elsewhere the
historic settlement pattern of small villages is
under pressure but remains largely intact.
The Structure Plan (1) identifies a
commitment to major housing growth in
Aylesbury and High Wycombe.The edges
of these urban areas are already visually
intrusive in the countryside. This impact will
increase unless a new landscape structure is
an integral part of the proposed expansion.

Archaeological features are very important
to our understanding and enjoyment of the
landscape. They enliven the landform with
interesting patterns and shapes which when
interpreted give a strong visual link with
man’s past activity. The most visible
archaeological features in Buckinghamshire
are the prehistoric burial mounds and forts,
particularly on the Chiltern scarp. In other
locations in the north of the county deserted
medieval villages, moats and fishponds are still
visible along with one of the best preserved
areas of ridge and furrow in England. Most
moats and fishponds, the commonest
medieval features after ridge and furrow, are
today visible only as a dip in the ground.

Archaeological sites of national importance
can be designated as Scheduled Ancient
Monuments. In early 2000 there were 143
such monuments in Buckinghamshire.

An ongoing review is likely to increase the
number. There are also a large number of
sites which are recorded as being of
countywide or local importance. Although
there are over 15,000 records on the County
Sites and Monuments Record it is likely
that many archaeological remains in the
county lie completely unrecorded at
present.
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Many sites, particularly those that are not
scheduled, are threatened by development,
new roads and pipelines and by agricultural
and forestry operations.Where development
proposals threaten unscheduled
archaeological sites, government guidance in
PPG16 (4) advises planning authorities to
require that further information is gathered
before decisions are made about their
future. Earthwork survival is often good in
permanent pasture and historic woodland.
Of particular concern are ploughing of the
former (which also has associated impacts on
nature conservation interest) and the damage
caused by mechanised forestry plant to the
latter.

In the last 20 years there has been
increasing emphasis on not only conserving
archaeological and early industrial features
but also on providing an interpretation of
their former use and importance. This is

an effective way of increasing public
understanding and enjoyment of the
landscape and its history.

The ‘Buckinghamshire Archaeological
Management Plan’ (12) provides a strategic
framework for the management of the
county’s archaeological heritage and takes an
holistic view of the historic environment.

Buildings in the Landscape
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Most early buildings were built of timber
infilled with a variety of materials and have
not survived. The earliest buildings found
today tend to be the stone churches and

the houses of the wealthy. Watermills and
windmills were very common in the medieval
landscape and a handful of windmills remain.
Historic buildings are valuable features in the
county’s landscape. Many are of archaeological
interest, such as the parkland monuments at
Stowe and are covered by the provisions of
PPGs |5 and 16 (4).

Brick was used in a very limited way in the
late medieval period. It was only in the |7th
century that brick was used widely on its
own.The use of other materials such as stone
and flint remained localised reflecting
difficulties in transportation.The variety of
stone and other materials across the county
has lead to very distinctive variations in the
character of buildings and hence villages.

Increased trade and a rising population in
the Georgian period led to building and
rebuilding in the new Georgian style.The
railway in the Victorian period brought

Brick and flint cottages at Turville (Z10)
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completely new building materials. One of
the first to appear was Welsh slate.

The increasingly wide variety of materials and
styles of building in the 20th century has
tended to dilute local distinctiveness. New
development in the landscape does not have
to be a negative element, provided it is
carefully designed to fit into the grain of the
landscape and to reflect local identity. Small
villages are particularly sensitive to new
development which can quickly change their
character. This is predominately by the
introduction of new building styles and
materials and the excessive infilling of internal
village space with alien street layouts and
clusters of “executive homes”.

Historic Parks and Gardens
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During the medieval period in the ‘old’
Buckinghamshire there were over 60 deer
parks where the Lord of the Manor held his
own deer to hunt. Most have disappeared,
however at Langley almost the whole of the
park survives as part of a country park
owned and managed by the County Council.

By the 18th century the style of garden
design reflected a growing awareness of
natural beauty. Ambitious attempts were
made to mould the landscape around country
houses to create an idealised landscape.

The landscape at Stowe records every change
in taste and fashion through the [8th century,
and was worked on by many of the great
designers of the time.Today it is under the
stewardship of the National Trust and widely
regarded as one of the finest historic parks in
Britain.

Victorian expansion brought with it
completely new buildings, styles and ideas.
The most elaborate new buildings were the

© Buckinghamshire County Council
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Rothschild mansions at Waddesdon, Halton,
Ascott and Mentmore. Their gardens reflect
the reaction against the picturesque gardening
movement to gardens of terraces, statues,
clipped trees, urns and fountains.

The 20th century has seen the decline of the
great country house and garden.A number
have been preserved through the National
Trust but some were demolished and others
have been converted to new uses, often with
only the shell of the house remaining intact.

The county has 34 entries in the English
Heritage “Register of Historic Parks and
Gardens”. These sites have been assessed as
being of special historic interest and an
essential part of the nation’s heritage
(Appendix A).The register is sub-divided into
grades. Four gardens in Buckinghamshire are
of the highest grade which identifies them as
being of exceptional interest. These are
Cliveden, Stowe, Waddesdon and West
Wycombe Park. Parks and gardens on the
register are not subject to any new controls.
The formulation of the register has however,
ensured that the historic value of parks and
gardens is considered when development is
proposed. Today, one of the greatest threats
to the survival of these landscapes is the lack
of positive management to ensure that
features such as avenues, lakes, tree groups
and walls do not deteriorate, or are
reinstated where lost. This is particularly

the case where the core of a parkland area
around a house continues to be managed as a
garden, but the outer parkland is in intensive
agricultural use. Several parklands have been
converted to golf courses, completely
changing their character.

The survival of the county’s four grade |
Registered Parks and Gardens is safeguarded
by being in the stewardship of the National
Trust.

The impact of recreation on the landscape
is primarily a 20th century phenomenon,
although royal hunting forests and historic
parks and gardens are considered a legacy
of past recreational activity. Today it is
recognised that increased leisure time and
public awareness about health and fitness
are expanding the demand for countryside
recreation facilities.

In the countryside, taking in the atmosphere
and admiring the view is the most popular

pastime, with walking the most popular
activity. Although in Buckinghamshire, and as
a nation, we have a good network of public
rights of way, these are not accessible to
everyone.There is therefore a demand for
facilities that make the countryside accessible
to all, including people in wheelchairs and
children in pushchairs. It is also recognised
that facilities such as toilets, car parks and
refreshments are a prerequisite to many
people’s enjoyment of the countryside. They
require careful design and siting to avoid
urbanisation, dilution of local character and
impacts on wildlife, habitats and visual
amenity. Provision for access must be
sustainable and address issues of visitor
damage and erosion.

Informal countryside recreation
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As we strive towards a more sustainable
lifestyle there will be increased pressure
to ensure recreational facilities are easily
accessible by public transport or close to
where people live, reducing the need to
travel by car. This will tie in with objectives
to improve the urban fringe and reduce
the impact of urban development on

the countryside. Facilities might also
accommodate cycling and riding needs,
which are not so well catered for by the
rights of way network.

Other activities such as, riding, cycling, hang-
gliding and mountain biking also make
demands on the countryside along with more
noisy and disruptive sports and activities that
may not always require planning permission.
Clear guidelines are required to enable these
activities to be accommodated where most
appropriate within the landscape.

The 1980s and 1990s have seen a
dramatic increase in the demand for
golf courses, reflecting a national trend.
New golf courses tend to have a

© Buckinghamshire County Council
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sub-urbanising effect on the countryside,

not so much due to the club houses and

car parks, which are generally well

screened, but more often due to the vivid
colour of the manicured greens, sand bunkers
and the planting of ornamental trees at the
expense of traditional features.

Today many people are interested in being
actively involved in the conservation and
management of the countryside. At a
national level the conservation holidays

run by the British Trust for Conservation
Volunteers (BTCV) and the National

Trust are popular. Locally volunteer

days organised by BTCV, BBOWT and others
are well supported. The success of the
Buckinghamshire Tree Warden Programme,
which enables local volunteers to act as a
contact point for tree information in their
area and to initiate new planting schemes is
another illustration.

Tourism which can be defined as all visitor
activity within an area, is a national industry
and a significant employer in rural areas.
Despite a lack of identity as a tourist
destination and few major tourist attractions
the industry provides 14,000 jobs in
Buckinghamshire and contributes over
£285million to the economy (I 1). Principle
attractions are the countryside of the
Chilterns and the Thames Valley and sites

of historic interest, for example Waddesdon,
Stowe and Cliveden, rather than major
attractions such as theme parks or historic
towns.

The county’s bias towards rural tourism and
the likely increase in this market will put
further demands on the landscape, in terms
of retaining its scenic beauty, whilst providing
the facilities that visitors require, in a
sustainable manner. The County Council has
published the “Buckinghamshire Tourism
Strategy and Action Plan” (11) which
recognises key issues and opportunities

for tourism in the County.
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Map 5

Medieval Hunting Forests and Chase

Whittlewood
Forest

Whaddon
Chase

Bernwood Forest

Aylesbury

Note:All boundaries of Medieval Hunting Forests and Chase are approximate

High Wycombe
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