
If you are living with someone who is not an 

immediate family member or step-parent and 

you stay with them for more than 28 days, 

then you are being privately fostered. This 

only  applies if you are aged under 16 years 

or under 18 years if you have a disability.  

Contact us on 01494 586460 

What is the difference between a Private Foster Carer and a Foster Carer? 
 
If you need to be looked after by Foster Carers, a social worker will make the arrangements.  
Foster Carers are given an allowance by the Local Authority to look after children. 

 
Private Foster Carers are not paid or given an allowance to look after children by the Local        
Authority. Any financial arrangements are made between your parent/s and your private foster 
carer.  
 
With private foster care, you or your parents have made the arrangements for you to live with 
someone else. This arrangement has not been made by a social worker.  
 

Why would you live with a friend or someone who is not your family? 
 

 Your Mum and/or Dad are having a hard time and have asked a friend to look after you. 
 Your Mum and/or Dad  need to go abroad for longer than 28 days. 
 Your Mum and/or Dad live abroad and have sent you to school in Buckinghamshire. 
 Your Mum and/or Dad have gone into hospital for a long time. 
 You are not getting on with your Mum and/or Dad and need to live somewhere else for a while. 

 
What happens when you go to live with a Private Foster Carer? 

 
Your Mum and Dad should phone the Social Worker and tell them what is happening and who you 
will be living with. A  Social Worker will then visit you to fill out various forms about your health and 
school. 

 

Who needs to know that you are being Privately Fostered? 
 
Not everyone! Your school and class teacher need to know, as well as your doctor and health  
visitor, social services and other professionals. Also close friends. 

 
What does a Social Worker do and why do you need one? 

 
The law says that a social worker has to make sure that you are well looked after where you are 
living.  

 
Your social worker will come and see you where you live to make sure that you are safe and 
happy. They will talk to the person looking after you to see if they need any help.  
 
They will even get in touch with your Mum and  / or Dad to make sure that they know you are   
being well looked after. 

 
Will I still be able to do activities? 

 
Yes, when the Social Worker visits they will make sure that your Private Foster Carer knows what 
you like to do. 

 
What happens if the Private Foster Carer is hurting me? 

 
Speak to an adult  that you trust, tell your teacher or tell your social worker. 

 
When do I go home? 

 
This will be arranged between your parents and your private foster carer. 
 
 

SOME FACTS! 
Your private foster carers must not: 

 
Change your name 
Change your school 

Move you to another family 
Take you to another part of this country 

Take you overseas to another country without telling your parents and asking their permission. 



Information for Children  
     and Young People 

Private Fostering 

Buckinghamshire County Council 

Further information 

For further copies, or if you would like 
to order this leaflet in other languages, 
please phone: 01494 586460 
 

Urdu 

 

Gujarati 

If you are concerned that someone  
is being hurt, please call NSPCC  
on Free phone: 0800 1111 
 
The questions for this leaflet, and drawings  
on the inside pages, were created by Year 6 
pupils at Millbrook School, High Wycombe. ©
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Local offices 

Social Care 
Buckinghamshire County Council 
County Hall 
Aylesbury 
Bucks HP20 1AU 
Tel: 01296 387957 
 
 
Social Care 
Buckinghamshire County Council 
Easton Street 
High Wycombe 
Bucks  HP11 1NH 
Tel: 01494 475076 
 
 
Family & Friends Team 
Buckinghamshire County Council 
King George V Road 
Amersham 
Bucks  HP6 5BN 
Tel: 01494 586460 

www.buckscc.gov.uk/privatefostering 

Contact us on 01494 586460 


